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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ANKARA 0729 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, CASC, TU 

SUBJECT: TURKISH REQUEST FOR JURISDICTION: CASE OF A1C BOBBY J. 

COUCH AND AIRMAN JOSEPH S. PETERS 

REF: (A) CJUSMMAT/TJA MESSAGE DTG 3 11439Z JAN 77 (NOTAL), (B) 

ANKARA 0331, DTG 150912Z JAN 77 (NOTAL), (C) 76 ANKARA 6774, 

DTG 031055Z SEP 76 (NOTAL) 

1 . AIRMEN PETERS AND COUCH WERE ORDERED REPATRIATED TO THE U.S. 

FOR ULTIMATE DISCHARGE FROM THE USAF AND DEPARTED TURKEY ON 
JANUARY 30, 1977 (REFTEL A). ALTHOUGH EMBASSY HAD ATTEMPTED THROUGH 
MFA AND JUSTICE MINISTRY OF OBTAIN NON- JUDICIAL AND N ON -PRECEDENTIAL 
SETTLEMENT OF CASE, IT BECAME APPARENT ON BASIS OF CONVERSATION WITH 
MFA OFFICIAL JANUARY 27 THAT ONLY ALTERNATIVE WOULD HAVE BEEN FOR 
EMBASSY TO REQUEST GOT WAIVER OF JURISDICTION WHICH IN ITSELF WOULD 
HAVE ESTABLISHED ADVERSE PRECEDENT REGARDING ON-BASE CASES. CONSE- 
QUENTLY, AFTER IN-DEPTH REVIEW OF LEGAL AND HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS OF 
CASE, AIRMEN'S REPATRIATION WAS ORDERED. 

2. DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTED TO INFORM SENATOR MAGNUSON'S OFFICE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THAT A1C COUCH HAS RETURNED TO THE U.S. (REFTEL B). 
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